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Google Meet is a free-to-use, business-focused conferencing platform by Google. It’s a full-featured toolset that caters to large companies’ needs, ensuring they can host meetings safely and hassle-free. The cross-device app is all about security and reliability, using its robust features to provide a seamless user experience.Meet exploded in popularity
with the growing need for a secure, business-first communication suite. With Microsoft Teams and Zoom as its main competition, it unlocked many of its premium features to the general user base.While it still limits the meeting duration to one hour and 100 participants, it’s an impressive set. Its primary selling point is security, with Google’s safe by
default approach to web development. There are robust host controls for fine-tuning the details, too.Intuitive communication toolsThis tool covers all the essentials for workspace video communication. You can participate in meetings through chat, voice or video, share your screen to present slides and documents, and join broadcasted events.Access
to in-call functionalities is highly intuitive on Android and iOS mobile devices. The platform shows you all the options on-screen, such as muting your microphone, turning the camera on and off, and sending messages. Call recording is another handy feature. It lets you keep a copy or transcript, powered by Google’s proprietary speech-to-text tech, on
your Google Drive to share with absent parties.Excellent organizationStarting a new meeting is as simple as clicking the button to launch a conference. The platform automatically generates a link for you to send to other participants through email or messaging apps. Alternatively, you can set up meetings in advance and add them to your Google
Calendar. That way, everybody can keep the date and time in mind and get a reminder in advance.Overall, while it could include more video call features for different communities, this platform performs smoothly and reliably. It’s a fantastic business tool for overseas conferences and day-to-day professional communication.Should you download it?
Yes. If you need a secure, robust platform for large business meetings, Google Meet is among the most reliable solutions available right now.HighsFully integrated with G SuiteHighly secureClean user interfaceLowsThe free version limits call duration Google's calculator feature is useful for all sorts of things, and blogger Phil shows us one
particularly helpful use: figuring out how long that big download is going to take.Google's Calculator is a great tool you can use for many things. It can do currency conversion,...Read moreWhether you're downloading large files on the internet or transferring files over a FireWire 800 cable, it can be handy to know how long it's going to take before
you start. Download speeds are often measured in megabits or megabytes per second, but big files can be measured in gigabytes rather than megabytes, and the time it takes is probably going to be a matter of minutes or hours rather than seconds. As such, converting it all in your head and doing a straight up calculation isn't exactly easy. Luckily,
Google's got all those units stored in its database.Transferring a 500 GB file over a FireWire 800 connection? Just type (500 gigabytes) / (800 Mbps) into Google to get a transfer estimate. Phil also recommends accounting for overhead and other slowdowns by taking 80% of that transfer time, since they're rarely as fast as advertised. So, with that in
mind, searching for (500 gigabytes) / (800 Mbps * 8) would give us a more realistic time. Downloading a 6 GB torrent? Assuming it's got a good swarm going, I know I can rack up at least 1.5 Mbps, so I'd search for (6 GB) / (1.5 MBps) (note the difference between Mbps, megabits per second, and MBps, megabytes per second). Sure, your BitTorrent
client probably already gives you a time estimate, but it won't be accurate for a minute or two while it gathers all the peers. Thus, using this for BitTorrent is pretty useful, as it gives you an estimate faster than your client is able to. Hit the link to read more.How Long Will That Image Take? [Phil Hagen's Scratch Pad]You can contact Whitson Gordon,
the author of this post, at whitson@lifehacker.com. You can also follow him on Twitter and Facebook. Google Drive is here! You can now download the cloudy hard drive, which comes with 5 GB for free. As expected, Google (NASDAQ:GOOG) is going head-to-head with Dropbox, box.com, SkyDrive, and a gaggle of others, but it's not quite available for
everyone yet. In IT Blogwatch, bloggers' heads spin at a plethora of cloud storage choices.[Updated with yet more chatter, comment, and comparison] By Richi Jennings: Your humble blogwatcher curated these bloggy bits for your entertainment. Not to mention: Saving Prince of Persia’s 1989-era Source Code... Lucas Mearian has all the facts:
[The] Google Drive cloud storage service offer[s] users 5GB of free space...[who] can upgrade to 25GB for $2.49/month, 100GB for $4.99...1TB for $49.99. ... [Y]our Gmail account storage will also expand to 25GB. ... There will be a Web-based file interface that offers access to 30 different file types. ... Google will launch apps for PCs, Macs and
Android...devices. The company expects to launch an iOS app. Serenity Caldwell gets down to business: I found Google Drive fairly simple to set up...you can enable it from...a Google Apps business account without too much fuss. ... Once you sign up, Drive will replace your Docs tab on the Web...[and] move a few things around. ... Google Drive
may prove to be more popular. ... It has a built-in base of Gmail users, and Google Docs integration is pretty great. ... Folder creation and file movement is vastly simpler...and it’s certainly nice to have a...link for important documents I use often. Perhaps Google's Sundar Pichai went to Scotland on vacation: Google Drive [is] a place where you can
create, share, collaborate, and keep all of your stuff. ... Google Docs is built right into Google Drive. ... You can access your stuff...on the web, in your home, at the office...and from all of your devices. ... Search by keyword and filter by file type, owner and more [including] text in scanned documents using...OCR. ... You can attach photos from Drive to
posts in Google+, and soon you’ll be able to attach stuff from Drive directly to emails. ... This is just the beginning for Google Drive. ... Get started with Drive today at drive.google.com/start. Jared Newman dares to compare: SkyDrive offers the most free storage at 7GB, and [existing] users...can get 25 GB free for a limited time. Google Drive
undercuts all of its competitors on monthly pricing, but Microsoft...is cheaper on an annual basis. SugarSync...can sync to any...folder, but SkyDrive allows access to an entire remote Windows PC. ... Watch out for file size limits. SugarSync doesn't have any...and Google Drive's 10GB is much more generous than other[s]. ... [Neither] Google [nor]
Microsoft...supports the other's mobile platform. Steven J. Vaughan-Nichols waxes enthusiastic: Google Drive is insanely fast. With my 100Mbps down and 6Mbps up connection I was seeing uploads close to [6Mbps] and downloads as fast as 20. ... Google is trying to make Google Drive more than just a direct competitor for...other cloud storage
providers. ... Google Drive is so well-integrated with Google Docs that its subsumed it. ... Google Drive can be used as the center of your cloud-based office work...a powerful group work tool. ... You can also send...Drive links via Gmail in lieu of sending clients massive [attachments]. ... [It] automatically backs up your documents as you change them
[giving] simple, but effective version control. ... Best of all, this works extremely smoothly. ... Additional office and creative programs are already available specifically for use with Google Drive. ... I've barely touched the surface...but I already know this is a ground-breaking service...if I were Microsoft I’d be worried about...Office 365 and SharePoint
Online. ... I think it shows Google going after Microsoft’s Fort Knox: the office suite. ... But, until there’s a native Linux client, I'm not retiring Dropbox. Update: But Peter Smith isn't excited: I was a bit disoriented...[it] defaulted to sorting my documents alphabetically...while I had Google Docs set to sort by date. ... [1t] feels very similar to Dropbox
or Zumodrive...your Google Drive directory shows up in the same list with Documents, Desktop and other standard Windows directories...[and there's] an Android app that, again, seems very much like the one Dropbox offers. ... If you're a Dropbox user I see no reason to switch, but the two co-exist without a problem. ... I guess I bought into all the
[pre-launch] hype...because now that it's here my reaction is: "That's it?" ... So I'll just add my 5 GB...to the free space I get from Dropbox and Skydrive and Box.com. ... At least I have cloud redundancy to spare, now! Update 2: Preston Gralla says SugarSync beats Google Drive:[W]hat happens if there are folders that you don't...want always stored in
the cloud? ... In SugarSync, simply indicate which folders you want synced, and they get synced...much easier than with Google Drive. ... I don't want all folders to sync to all devices, and [sometimes] I only want the folders stored...and not synced. ... Doing this in SugarSync is quite easy. ... It's possible to do this in Google Drive, but not nearly as
easily [nor] completely....To sync files and folders...you have to create new folders under the...Google Drive folder...[which] can make a well-ordered existence confusing. ... With SugarSync, you keep your existing folder structure. And Finally... Saving Prince of Persia’s 1989-era Source Code [hat tip: Raymond Chen] Don't miss out on IT
Blogwatch: Richi Jennings is an independent analyst/consultant, specializing in blogging, email, and security. He's the creator and main author of Computerworld's IT Blogwatch, for which he has won ASBPE and Neal awards. He also writes The Long View for IDG Enterprise. A cross-functional IT geek since 1985, you can read Richi's full profile and
disclosure of his industry affiliations. Copyright © 2012 IDG Communications, Inc. Google Drive, Google’s long expected cloud storage service, is almost here. New details have emerged from an early blog post Google accidentally made public on a French website today, according to one Google+ user who saved the text (here it is in English) before it
was taken down. According to the leaked post Google Docs (which swelled to 5GB of free space today, per user) will be integrated into Google Drive. After filling that, users can buy additional storage for $4 per 20GB all the way up to 16TB. Like other file storage services, Google Drive will be searchable. Also, Drive is equipped to open 30 kinds of
documents including video, Adobe Illustrator, Adobe Photoshop files in a Web browser window. The platform will be open too, so third party developers can build apps that fit into it. Update: Google Drive has officially here, and the site is finally live. In addition to the free 5GB of space which you can access right away, Google’s offering subscription
plans too: 25GB for $2.49/month, 100GB for $4.99/month o 1TB for $49.99/month. A desktop app for Macs and PCs syncs with the cloud service. Users can view documents on their Android devices, and an app for iOS is in the works. To read news items as they develop watch for more Fast Feed stories during the day, by clicking here. Google Drive is
great—you can access your files from anywhere, on pretty much any device, and sync them between your computers. But there’s also another great feature: sharing. If you have a file that someone needs, it’s as easy as a few clicks (or taps) to shoot them a download link. Here’s how to generate a link for basically any file that’s stored in your Google
Drive, as well as how to control the privacy of the file (and link). How to Generate a Share Link on Windows, macOS, or Chrome OS If you’re a Windows, macOS, or Chrome OS user and have the Google Drive app installed (which, if you don’t, you really should), generating a link is super easy, and can even be done directly from Windows Explorer or
Finder. It’s worth noting the Drive app is built into Chrome OS’ file manager by default, so there’s need to install anything else. (If you aren’t using the Drive app, skip down to the last section of this guide, which explains how to share files from Drive’s web interface.) First, navigate to the file you want to share. Doesn’t matter if it’s a document,
picture, executable, or any other type of file, the sharing process is the same. Right click on the file, then go down to the Google Drive entry into this menu. When the new menu options pop out, choose “Share.” Note: On macOS and Chrome OS, there is no “Google Drive” option—simply select “Share” (on Chrome OS) or “Share using Google Drive”
(on macOS). From there, everything else is basically the same. The first box that shows up will allow you to send the link to a specific email address—you can do that if you’d like, but since we’re talking about creating shareable links here, we’'re going to go a couple of steps further. In the upper right corner of the Share Settings dialog box, there’s a
button that reads “Get shareable link.” Click that. Once that option is enabled, the link will be populated. You can simply highly it, then copy and paste it into an email, chat message, or anywhere else. But there’s still more control here. When you generate a download link, it automatically allows the file to be viewed by anyone with the link. You can,
however, change this setting using the dropdown menu directly above the link. There are a handful of options here: Off: If you accidentally shared the file, use this option to basically un-share it, making it private once again. Anyone with the link can edit: This is more for documents and such, but this basically gives the shared users full read and write
access. They still can’t delete it from your Drive, though—this is just for the contents of the file. Anyone with the link can comment: Again, this is mostly for documents. It allows shared users to leave comments if desired—this is great for team projects. Anyone with the link can view: Shared users can simply view the file, but can’t edit it in any way.
This is the default action when you share a file, and the best option if you’'re trying to share file for download. There’s also a “More” option at the very bottom, which allows you to change the general privacy settings for the file: On (Public): This basically makes the file public. Anyone can search for, find, and download the file. On (Link): Anyone with
the link can download it. They don’t have to sign in to their Google account to do so. Off: Only specific people can access the file. Thus, Google sign-in is required. Yeah, that’s a lot to kind of take in when all you’re doing is sharing a simple file. The good news is that Google does most of the heavy lifting here, and the default sharing action is fairly
private (your link is accessible by anyone, but only if they know the link), so you can quickly and efficiently share files. How to Generate a Share Link on Android and iOS If you need to build a link on a mobile device, the process is equally as simple—though the varying options are more hidden. Because of that, we’re going to break this down into a
couple of sections: generating the link, and controlling the shared link. Generating the Link I'm using an Android device for this tutorial, but the Drive app works basically the same way on both Android and iOS, so you should be able to follow along regardless of what platform you’re on. Go ahead and open the Drive app, then navigate to the file you
want to share. Tap the three-dot button on the file, then tap “Share link.” On iOS, this actually reads “Get link.” This is where the only real difference between Android and iOS happens: on iOS, the link is simply copied to the clipboard, so you can share it. On Android, the share menu will show up, giving you a lot more options. Your Share Dialog box
will probably look different than mine, because it’s curated based on your sharing history, installed apps, and so on. But you should be able to wing it from here—just choose the app you want to share the file in. Alternatively, you can select the “Copy to clipboard” option if you’d rather just copy the link and share it manually. How to Modify Your
Shared Link Now that you have your shared link, you're probably wondering where all the options are. Unlike on Windows or Chrome OS, these options aren’t directly available from the share dialog. Instead, they’'re tucked away in the file’s Drive menu. Again, navigate to the file you shared, then tap the three-dot menu button again. This time,
however, tap the “i” button on the right side of the file name. This is the information button. Scroll down just a bit, until you see the first sub-section after the file info. This section, “Who Has Access”, is where you’ll modify the file’s shared settings. The first thing here is Link share—since you’ve already shared this file, sharing will be On. The privacy
will be set to “Anyone with the link can view” since that’s the default action. If you want to change that, tap the eyeball/down arrow. You can change the status to “Can Edit,” “Can View,” or “Off” (to unshare the file). Easy peasy. Otherwise, you can also add specific people to the file if you’d like to share it with individual users. Just click the “Add
People” button under the “Who Has Access” section. And that’s pretty much all there is to it. How to Generate a Shared Link on the Web If you’re not into using integrated apps (or just don’t have them installed), you can also share files directly from the Drive website. The process is actually really similar to the native apps on Windows, macOS, and
Chrome OS. From the Drive website, navigate to the file you want to share, then right-click it. I love that the modern web supports things like this. There are actually a couple of options you can choose: Share or Get Shareable Link. They both basically do the same thing, though the former offers more options. The latter simply generates the shareable
link and makes it easy to copy. For this section of the tutorial, I'm using the “Share” method. Once you click the Share button, a the share dialog will pop up. Click the “Get shareable link” in the top right corner, which will essentially activate the shareable feature. From here you can copy the link, add specific email addresses to share with, and
change the privacy of the file. By clicking the dropdown just above the link, you can edit how much power the shared user(s) have over the file: Off: If you accidentally shared the file, use this option to basically un-share it, making it private once again. Anyone with the link can edit: This is more for documents and such, but this basically gives the
shared users full read/write access. They still can’t delete it from your Drive, though—this is just for the contents of the file. Anyone with the link can comment: Again, this is mostly for documents. It allows shared users to leave comments if desired—this is great for team projects. Anyone with the link can view: Shared users can simply view the file,
but can’t edit it in any way. This is the default action when you share a file, and the best option if you’'re trying to share file for download. There’s also a “More” option at the very bottom, which allows you to change the general privacy settings for the file: On (Public): This basically makes the file public. Anyone can search for, find, and download the
file. On (Link): Anyone with the link can download it. They don’t have to sign in to their Google account to do so. Off: Only specific people can access the file. Thus, Google sign-in is required. Once you’ve set everything as you want it to be, just click Save (or Done if you didn’t jump into the “More” menu). And that’s that. While not a dedicated file
sharing solution, Drive is great if you want to share a file with a colleague, family member, friend, or the like. It’s a great sort of two-in-one solution for both storing and sharing files quickly and easily, all with essentially universal access.
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