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Writing Your Graduate School Application Essay

Generally speaking, there ans two types of apploation essays for graduate school: the statemnt of
purposa (SOP) and e personal statement. (Refer 10 FACS 10 find out how the two types ane different.)
Both types et you convince the admissions commities thal you are & good it for the program and can
contricute 1o the departmant.

Athough different graduaie schools may ask you o answer diflerent prompls, most ask that you write
no mona than a two-page application essay. The application emsay i drificult to write because you must
pitch your candidacy 1o a few depariment iacully members who read theough hundmds - or sometimas
thousands - of other essays. In this handout, you wil leam how 15 show those busy maders that you will
contribute maaningfuly to the university and their departmant

1. Relats youwr past and pressnt caporionces to the futun.

In Teir application essays, many applicants make e mistake of underemphasizing the futwme. Bul it's
mpartant that you Show how your DSt axpandncos hdae informad your prasant work, and how your
present work can be exlanded 1o the fulung OF rse Rew MSeEch quistions,

Admisakons commitieos assess many quaifed appicants based on whather thair research will reflect
posithvely on the university and ther department. Commitess will think your past and presant vwork

& mlevant only if & relales directly 10 your plans for the future, if you don't know exactly wiens your
curment wiork will lake you, you should of least mention how you could develop it, Committees ward 1o
see that you have a sense of direction and motiation to pursus Esues specific to your field.

PAST EXPERIENCES have informed FRESENT RESEARCH can b Exiended ta FITURE RESEARCH

»

Note: Your appiication essay & not a binding conlract, and you don't hawve to isd your qualfications in
chronolgical order Beea résumeé or OV It may be better [o order tham accomding to importancs.

[am an ideal condsdale uo 1o The knowkedgs | have gared 1his far in my Master's Doasn't show how
provgraen a1 Carnegie Melion Unkersity. | have compleled courses inmubple ields ol gualfications wil banafi
erormical engreenng. 35 wil 03 Retensod My knawhadpe 1 angireng Lochnpees appicant i the R
nd lab research. | fusthar honed these lechnigues from panticipaing in 2 b research

project My frsl b expenence suied when | paned Prolessor Annelle Jacobson's " Doasn'taxplain how

T mam 1o deterning B elkctophonatic mobility of coloidad contaminants in wader which  past expevionces are
B uaakul b waler treabmeni procesang. Momover, | have soquired sciesdifc ressarch relant 1o graciuate
skilis, for inslance, searching Berabur, designing sepesmanis, analyzing resulls and fvnd work
writing papers.

Personal Statement

| was naturally drmwn to the medical field because of my ¢arly exposure 1o health implications
faged by famuly members and myvself, My father’s Type 2 Diabetes and nsulm pump was often a
conversation staner, as my fnends ingquired about has new state of the art beeper, Dunng my
sophomore vear of high school, | was dagnosed with Graves Disease, whach s an autoimmune
discase that leads o ypenhyroidism, As a caregaver for my Grandma, inflicted with post-polio
syndrome and normal pressure hydrocephalus my passion 1o create and susain owstanding
health care services began to take form, The affordability and quality of heakh care that my
family and | receive is something that | have always taken for granted, as every person should
have the right to the highest smndard of physical and mental health. It s my goal to make a
sigmficant contnbution o the health of ciizens m my community through effectve
management, clinical operatsons, and delivery of health care seraces,

My spirations of entering the medical field came 10 a secreeching halt when | realized that
biology was naither something [ enjoyed or was good at. Alhough my short stmt i biology
would not kead to a career m cancer cures, | went back 1o the drawing board and decided that | do

not have o sacrifice my passion of providing quality and affordable bealthcare to all citizens,
Whike | remain commitied 1o the promise of science, | have come 1o realize that | am far more
mvigorated by the questions of politics and public policy ssues faang our health care sector.

My educaton focusing on health administration and public policy and work experence with
special populations will enable me to be sucoessful m managmg the integration of new health
care delivery sysiems, technobogical mnovations, restructunng of work and budgeis, and the
increased focus on preventative care. | intend to cam a Masters degree m Health Adminstration,
which 1 will use as a springboard and background 1o develop and expand programs for scientific
rescarch, preventative medicine, madical and vocational rehabilitation, snd community health
and welfare at a health care instimtion. Having lived and studied in Wisconsin, | am accustomed
1o a robust system that grants aqual access o health care and health-related services o fts usars.
Everyone is entitled to the highest standard of physical and mental wellbeing, and 1 look forward
o working m an environment, which allows me 1o oreate and sustam outstanding health care
services in a rapdby changng industry. As a health care admmstrator, | will be commitied (o
improving efficency i health care facilities and the quality of the care provided m my
organtration.

SAMPLE GRADUATE SCHOOL ESSAYS

#1, " From Workiang Poor fo Elie Scboler™

Ui ooff it s 5t soc omapl isdements of moy 1ife was caming sy college degree, despite the Bicl thal my carly sdalthood
Emnkd in the opponie directon, be gianing with my mang e o the age of 19 Thoogho the 15904 [ livad as oms of the
“wawking poor.” smeone who slippad srough e cracdis of s ppossdly hissone prosperity. By the age of 15 1 was divorced and
frustralod with menil, w-paying jobs: ©kak. scocpionisl, and housecbeanr, Thore §s sothing like wnubbiag sonsons olig's
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dogroc, [pol a Mexible shifi @ a rtal warchou = which mablod me 1o acgueie my degeee while supporting syl Ninancally.
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emjoy atudying the carly modem poriod of Englich histony, eypecislly the Tudor- Stuan period. becamse of the ioions that
caantod bt esadicval phikeaphics and the rsiag Eebghe s ot imellotusaon. My inflienoss g boen dovene, Dread
the popular hiviorian Badars Tochman, pot for heriechnical soommoy, b for her beastifal poose. Nanlie Zemon Davic's

pose il imipEes me i the way thal she chevedly picls oma Troed Ble o toad sossces. Al lenall, Mhichel Foscasli's
ool s have prolfoundly infloenoed the way | wiiie, for o | have a philssophical groundisg that muakes me high by
scmsitive G mry own bias, In (30, Foooauk's post simoioralist main ha boen anstramental in shapisg mn cament progoad
lorusing on e | Theconmny mudwille Elsheth Celior. In this peoject, | om seecamining e cursen Moo s of English

sk iy using Colbor o a con shady . dowating & docidod bios cmabodded wilhan tom, The undelying avcsmplion off thos
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: M. 3. Architecture

During my cardy studies | had no clue abowt architecture. But | knew | wanted 1o do
something creative. My passion for arts was identified by my parents when | was in 5%
class. 1 chose 10 pursue architecure and joined college of architecture. 1 soon realized

that leaming architecture gives me immense ¢lemal joy and satisfaction. My interest in
sketching sceneries 15 also in line with the study of landscape architecture

Landscape architects compose the elements which define space but the overall objective
is to design space (or “create good outdoor places’) and to find a balance between beauty

nature and functionality

Owing 1o several ransfers of my dad, who is working in Bank. | had an opporunity 10
closely interact with people of differemt cultures, | leamed o adjust myself with the
people af different taste, sentiments amd cultures, 1 find myself very comfornable 1o mix

with the people of different culnres

| remember being told i the second year of B Arch, by one of my teachers unless you
put & function 1o your ereation - its nol architecture, its just visual art My first realisation
of art was through the understanding that emptiness can be a material used by artists like
Frank Stella and Bemett Newman as a mediom and that the mimmalism of Tadao Ando
is more complex than complexities of life iself. Books like complexities and
conradictions in architectere-Robert Venun - broadened my horizons by ||,.|~c'..'|p~si||-{; ihe
present, past and futune trends in architecture

In addition to my academic sctivities, | have also participated in many exira cumicular
activities events in my Architecture College and received certificates and prizes for
Photography competition at the Inter Collegiate Level. This was a distinetively graifying
experience for me, which 1 fieel would siand in good stead in the future

With the pace for urbanization the free green lands are being wse for construction of
bualdings, roads, bridges, etc. This is decimating the greeneries in cities, particularly in
Mumbai, India, the greenery 15 reducing of @ much faster raie. Thas provides ample of
scope for Landscape architects to plan the city, accommodate more space for the
BreeTieries

My professor also suggested me 1o choose a landscaping firm for my professional
practice after seeing my design folio. | started taking keen interest in learning the minutes
of landscape. | realized that my core competence lies in the field of landscaping rather
than in amy branch of architeciure

My first professonal understanding of landscaping architecture was with ArRajoo
Pradhan dunnmg my professonal practioe in b year, Seeing my keen intered in
lapdscaping he 1ook imenest in my leaming. He also posed great confidence in me for
taking independent assignment while | was a mere troinee, This gave me confidence 1o
shanpen my creativity

Here are the reasons why you need to write a compelling personal letter.1. It gives you a better shot.Whether you are aiming for a university admission or landing a job at a prominent income statement for company, an effective personal letter gives you a better shot compared to others. Most jobs or even college applicants encounter these questions
more often than the sound of their alarms or the singing of the birds in the morning. Postgraduate Study Personal Statementcity.ac.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 273 KBDownload37. General Personal Statementdrake.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 119 KBDownload80. Personal Statement for Postgraduatecity.ac.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 273
KBDownload81. Personal Financial Statement TemplateDetailsFile FormatMS WordGoogle DocsGoogle SheetsMS ExcelNumbersPagesPDFDownload10. Then in the process you get called for an interview.You know that your personal statement caught the attention of the school board or the employer and so you are confident that you are just a few
steps away from landing that position you always hoped for.A personal statement need not be a novel-long narrative of yourself. Business Administration Personal Statementcdn.prospects.ac.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 170 KBDownload72. Personal Statement Affidavit TemplateDetailsFile FormatDownload2. Check your spelling, choice of words and
arrangement of thoughts.31. Some companies would usually ask you to write a personal statement together with your application letter as a part of their admission process. Children’s Nursing Personal Statementgosh.nhs.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 70 KBDownload13. Example of Personal Statementspacegrant.carthage.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 736
KBDownload52. However, writing such statement might sound simple because all you have to do is tell everything about your personality and what you can do. However, never settle for less. They do filtering to ensure that they choose the right students for the right program. Not only that. Then you are not alone. Personal Statement Pro
Formabristol.ac.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 20 KBDownload94. In order for you to win, you need to give it with an undivided attention.2. It gets your name on the list.Yes, it does. Personal Statement Details Formblf.org.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 43 KBDownload100. Personal Statement and Study Plancareercenter.ait.ac.thDetailsFile FormatSize: 219
KBDownload101. Free Statement Personal Mind Map TemplateDetailsFile FormatGoogle DocsGoogle SlidesKeynotePowerPointMS WordPagesPDFDownload9. Remember that you are not the only one who is trying to grab that position or admission, so make it a point to put your best foot forward. Writing a bold and convincing personal letter could
get you ahead of others. Focus on your answer and be straightforward.Maintain a Positive Tone. Civil Engineering Personal StatementdocshareO1l.docshare.tipsDetailsFile FormatSize: 150 KBDownload26. Basic Pharmacy Personal Statementinterviewsos.comDetailsFile FormatSize: 61 KBDownloadHow Important Is a Personal Statement?University
admissions hold interviews based on the applications they receive. Personal Statement for Graduate Schoolpsych.uw.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 110 KBDownload63. Medical School Personal Statementblog.owu.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 729 KBDownload35. In truth, it is difficult.Most institutions do not focus on how flowery your words are. School
Personal Statement TemplateDetailsFile FormatDownload4. Business Management Personal Statementgmplus.gmul.ac.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 58 KBDownloadWhat Is a Personal Statement?Writing a personal statement can have various purposes or structure.There are also others that are straightforward, precise and aiming to hit the goal, while
others tend to be a bit shy and timid with their statements. So we have outlined for you some tips for an effective personal statement.Understand Your Goal. A personal statement is not the place for you to vent out your frustrations in life nor an opportunity to show your weaknesses and appeal for emotions. Permission to Use Quote or Personal
Statement TemplateDetailsFile FormatDownload8. All you need to do is tell honestly what your skills and accomplishments are. Personal Statementsclas.ucdenver.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 106 KBDownload62. A personal statement is an overview about your personality. Personal Statement for Postgraduate Coursesbrunel.ac.ukDetailsFile
FormatSize: 132 KBDownload38. Writing a Personal Statementmycit.ieDetailsFile FormatSize: 174 KBDownload64. Free Psychology Personal Statementplymouth.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 16 KBDownload15. Law School Personal Statement Formatphpladvising.ucf.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 774 KBDownload48. Personal Statement
Sheetprincipalresourcing.co.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 86 KBDownload88. Fashion Marketing Personal Statementarts.ac.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 67 KBDownload29. Real Estate Personal Statement Samplebearence.comDetailsFile FormatSize: 14 KBDownload41. Free Fashion Personal Statementcms.bsu.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 37
KBDownload28. There is one common similarity among the many kinds of personal statement: to talk about yourself, of your personal background, and your skills and abilities.Writing a personal statement is where you sell yourself, not literally, but figuratively, so that you can leave an authentic impression that would make an employer want to meet
you or a school head to offer you an admission.This is where you tell everything about yourself and why you are different from others.It is the same as making an invitation design, the more attractive it is, the more people will be intrigued about the occasion. Law School Personal Statementnova.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 121 KBDownload32. To tell
you the truth, it is not the essence of a personal statement. Forensic Psychology Personal Statementjjay.cuny.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 87 KBDownload18. The truth is your personal letter is your only key to have your name on the master list. Here are a couple of samples which could be of great help for you.77+ Personal Statement Examplesl. Free
Dentistry Personal Statementimperial.ac.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 280 KBDownload24. Sometimes when we are writing, we often misspell things or use inappropriate words especially when we are in our deep thoughts. Compelling Personal Statementstudents.edmonds.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 128 KBDownload67. Engineering Master Personal
Statementcareerweb.leeds.ac.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 5 KBDownload25. Even if it is a written letter, an employer or a supervisor will know if you are telling the truth or not.Be Specific. Personal Statement with Sample Formatmsuiit.edu.phDetailsFile FormatSize: 6 KBDownload89. Some schools or business statement establishments would send a
list of questions that they need you to answer and include on your personal statement. That is how your personal statement should be, brief, concise, and effective.43. It also helps you organize your thoughts better so your words will not jumble.Be Genuine. MBA Personal Statementuwa.edu.auDetailsFile FormatSize: 251 KBDownload76. Do not veer
away from your main point. Fashion Management Personal Statementnorthumbria.ac.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 8 KBDownload30. Medical School Personal Statement TemplateDetailsFile FormatDownload6. Internal Medicine Personal Statementdrexelmed.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 27 KBDownload56. Provide energy and liveliness when sharing
about a certain lesson you learned or an obstacle in your life and how you were able to overcome it.Check and Revise. Personal Statement with Exampleskcl.ac.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 252 KBDownload54. Company Personal Statementstressfreevisas.co.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 4 KBDownload99. Like a college essay, your personal income
statement should have a layout. You get picked from the basket of people longing for that post. Family Medicine Personal Statementupstate.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 125 KBDownload57. Psychology Masters Personal Statementmyweb.facstaff.wwu.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 598 KBDownload17. Veterinary School Personal
Statementcsus.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 377 KBDownload39. Student Personal Statement Examplesohamvc.orgDetailsFile FormatSize: 7 KBDownload97. Printable Personal Statement Exampleutsa.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 161 KBDownload87. Personal Statement on Leadershipjefferson.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 7 KBDownload95. Graduate
School Crafting Personal Statementbc.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 157 KBDownload44. In Defence of the Personal Statementlouisville.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 29 KBDownload78. Personal Statement Templateassets.ctfassets.netDetailsFile FormatSize: 104 KBDownload75. Have you ever seen an advertising brochure?It usually comes as a single
sheet example in pdf, a cardboard or a photo paper maybe, folded into half or a quarter, but contains all the necessary information you want to know about a certain product. This gives the school or a company an overview of who to select from the many applicants. Sample Personal Statementokcu.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 122 KBDownload50. Bear
in mind what your goal is in writing a personal statement. Some universities are a little picky when it comes to admitting new applicants. So if you are planning to write a personal letter of poor quality, you better think twice. Adult Nursing Personal Statementhartlepoolfe.ac.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 258 KBDownload14. Standard Personal
Statementsubr.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 51 KBDownload74. Professional Personal Statementsblaconhighschool.netDetailsFile FormatSize: 168 KBDownload79. Formal College Application Personal Statementcascadia.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 113 KBDownload71. Law School Personal StatementDetailsFile FormatDownload12. How you write your
personal vision statement will be a determining factor for you to land in an interview and consequently get into college. Short Personal Statement in DOCfreshfields.deDetailsFile FormatSize: 202 KBDownload92. Sample Medical School Personal Statementwrite.siu.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 72 KBDownload59. Remember that you are not the only
participant in the race. Just as long as the important words and details are there, that’s fine. Business Administration Personal Statementcdn.prospects.ac.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 169 KBDownload21. Writing a Personal Statement with Exampleinternationalbusinesscollege.co.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 9 KBDownload91. Neurosurgery Residency
Personal Statementinterviewsos.comDetailsFile FormatSize: 69 KBDownload55. Nursing School Personal Statementhsc.wvu.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 58 KBDownload61. Internal Medicine Personal Statementwebcampus.drexelmed.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 27 KBDownload34. Formal Medical School Personal Statementcmu.eduDetailsFile
FormatSize: 147 KBDownload45. Answer those questions concretely and with substance. Do the questions “Why should we hire you?” or “What are your interests?” or maybe even “What makes you different?” sound familiar to you? Simple Residency Personal Statementperfectpersonalstatement.comDetailsFile FormatSize: 79 KBDownload46. Student
Personal Mission Statement TemplateDetailsFile FormatDownload11. 17+ Statement Templates in Word | Google Docs | Apple Pages - START DOWNLOADING Some businesses or colleges would ask you to write a personal statement, a description, commonly in a form of an essay about yourself. Personal Statement and
Essaydyslexiaaction.org.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 8 KBDownload Personal Statement Workbookweebly.comDetailsFile FormatSize: 18 KBDownload93. Free Residency Personal Statementcareer.ucsf.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 512 KBDownload40. Sociology Personal Statement Exampleblogs.cofc.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 45 KBDownload42.
Applications for College Personal Statementbcs.hants.sch.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 727 KBDownload53. Marketing and Advertising Personal Statementucc.ieDetailsFile FormatSize: 127 KBDownload36. Personal Statements for Graduate Schooldornsife.usc.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 171 KBDownload58. It keeps your steps solid and for sure you
won’t lose your track.Create an Outline. Always aim for the best. This is not the hardest thing to do in the world. They are very selective because the applicant they choose will soon become a fruit of their own tree and they certainly don’t want it to be a bad one.3. It boosts your confidence.A personal statement is always given a head of time during
an application examples or admission process. University Personal Statement TemplateDetailsFile FormatDownload5. Personal Statement Worksheetucas.comDetailsFile FormatSize: 197 KBDownload49. Clinical Psychology Personal Statementwlc.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 11 KBDownload16. So before you put your letter in an envelope and put it in
your mailbox, be sure to proofread your work. Mastering the Personal Statementutm.utoronto.caDetailsFile FormatSize: 147 KBDownload77. Personal Statement Handoutndsu.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 24 KBDownload66. Basic Personal Statementeb.wpi.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 79 KBDownload51. Scholarship Personal
Statementlaguardia.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 805 KBDownload69. Freelance Personal Statement TemplateDetailsFile FormatDownload3. Examples of Personal Statement Templatewrite.siu.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 18 KBDownload70. Short Personal Statementpartnersforsuccess.usDetailsFile FormatSize: 39 KBDownload82. Graduate Dentistry
Personal Statementcareers.dept.shef.ac.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 102 KBDownload23. Ever tried applying for a job or an institution where you are asked to talk about yourself? This is what you do when you have a goal. Samples of Personal Statement Promptsindstate.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 805 KBDownload68. Standard Medical School Personal
Statementessayedge.comDetailsFile FormatSize: 1 MBDownload 73. Personal Statement and College Narrativeschoolwires.netDetailsFile FormatSize: 11 KBDownload98. Music Business Personal Statementsteinhardt.nyu.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 7 KBDownload20. School Personal Statement Workshopold.coe.arizona.eduDetailsFile FormatSize:
422 KBDownload84. Winning Personal Statement in PDFhamilton.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 10 KBDownload85. Example Personal Statementcgps.midlandu.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 104 KBDownload86. Make your words sound positive. Free Freelance Writer Personal Statement TemplateDetailsFile FormatDownload7. Personal Statement in
DOCuh.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 11 KBDownload90. Family Medicine Personal Statementupstate.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 125 KBDownload33. Use the funneling technique on this one. Simple Personal Statement in DOCciee.nuaa.edu.cnDetailsFile FormatSize: 7 KBDownload96. Graduate School Personal Statementlewisu.eduDetailsFile
FormatSize: 221 KBDownload47. Educational Psychology Personal Statementeducation.msu.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 28 KBDownload19. One Page Personal Statementuwlax.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 46 KBDownload83. Free Finance Personal Statementwaseleyhills.worcs.sch.ukDetailsFile FormatSize: 7 KBDownloadTips for an Effective Personal
StatementWhen writing a personal statement, always bear in mind that you write to impress. Undergraduate Personal Statementdlsu.edu.phDetailsFile FormatSize: 35 KBDownload65. Rather, it is how passionate you are about the point you are giving, how grateful you are about the life you have and the opportunities that it gives you, and how
futuristic and hopeful you are about your career and personal smart goals.A personal statement should be brief, concise, and straight to the point.It should contain the most relevant information about you.It should include the skills and talents needed for the post you are hoping for.It should have your achievements and interests if you are aiming for a
college admission.And lastly, it should contain words of gratitude and hope to show that whoever is reading your personal statement will know how genuine your character is.22. Law School Personal Statement Examplecmu.eduDetailsFile FormatSize: 145 KBDownload60. Start from the most general points and narrow it down to the specific ones.
Mechanical Engineering Personal Statementhelpyouapply.orgDetailsFile FormatSize: 93 KBDownload27.
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