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4.	Sometimes	you	can	leave	registration	to	the	day	of	play.	Distances	as	measured	from	the	circle’s	inside	edge	The	circle’s	location	must	be	marked.	MORE	Lockdown	Escapees	Jenny	&	Heinz	continue	their	Challenge	of	playing	the	game	in	the	biggest	terr...	The	rules	of	petanque	are	quick	and	easy	to	learn	and	it	was	great	to	see	them	get	so	into	it,
cheering,	competing,	debating	over	the	score	and	having	a	good	time!	Petanque	:	Introduction	and	Vocabulary	Pétanque	is	a	century-old	game	originating	from	Provence,	in	the	South	of	France.	Page	4	Them	-	Lots.	-	Unusual	situation:	If	the	jack	is	hit	and	bounces	back	to	within	3m	of	the	circle	it	is	dead	(9).	SO	IT’S	SIMPLE	–	TAKE	THIS	ONBOARD
AND	YOU'LL	BE	THE	PERFECT	PLAYER!	Page	2	The	weather	was	dull	but	the	expectations	were	bright.	In	timed	games	you	have	only	1	minute	to	play	your	boule	after	all	previous	boules	and	the	jack	have	stopped	moving	and	any	measuring	has	been	done.	-	If	boules	beyond	those	initially	holding	the	point	are	equidistant	from	the	jack	neither	gain
a	point.	You	can’t	smooth	the	piste	you	can	only	return	the	dip	to	what	it	would	have	been	before	a	boule	landed	there.	The	same	rules	regarding	the	validity	of	the	throw	as	in	paragraph	3	apply	to	all	ends.	A	player	from	the	opposing	team	throws	their	first	boule,	as	close	to	the	cochonnet	as	possible	(since	that	is	how	you	win	the	game!)	Remember
the	rule	for	throwing	your	boules	when	playing	pétanque:	Both	feet	need	to	be	within	the	circle	and	on	the	ground.	MORE	Page	3	Use	this	Form	For	Your	Notice	or	Query	etc	Published:	17/05/2020	-	08:47	Teaming	up	with	new	partners	brings	both	playing	and	social	benefits.	MORE	With	18	players	each	side,	CPC	won	overall	with	23	wins	versus	13
for	St	Andrews	and	a	delta	of	86	v...	It	may	be	polite	to	offer	your	opponents	to	do	it	so	they	can	be	sure	they	aren’t	disadvantaged.	However,	throwing	this	way	will	allow	you	to	get	more	control	when	giving	your	boule	a	slight	spin.	Team	A	therefore	scores	2	points	for	this	round	(Team	B	scores	nothing.)	The	score	at	the	end	of	these	two	rounds	is:	A
=	2	points	B	=	1	point	For	ease	of	access	the	different	MATCH	FORMATS	are	explained	on	a	separate	page,	click	here	Qualification	The	2021	International	Rules	of	Petanque	and	also	the	PFA	Local	Rules	for	Timed	Games	are	can	be	seen	in	the	PFA	website	under	the	‘Documents’	menu,	here.	Only	after	this	are	the	opposition	allowed	to	measure
whether	the	jack	was	valid.	You	can	use	our	website	to	advertise	your	interest	in	teaming	up	with	others.	I	eventually	had	a	set	delivered	to	Australia	–	the	“boules”	are	so	heavy	it	would	have	been	a	shame	to	take	them	back	in	our	luggage	as	we	would	have	lost	some	precious	weight	allowance,	much	needed	for	my	new	French	books	and	the	many
packets	of	all	my	favourite	French	biscuits!	On	our	annual	picnic	in	the	park	last	February,	I	introduced	the	game	of	pétanque	to	my	students.	Open	toed	shoes	are	not	allowed.	Womans	Pr...	Round	2:This	time,	team	A	wins	the	round,	because	the	closest	boule	to	the	cochonnet	is	theirs.	Shoes	must	cover	toes	and	heels	for	safety	reasons	(39).	Rules	of
petanque	:	how	to	count	the	points	(example)	Round	1:Team	B	is	winning	this	round,	because	the	closest	boule	to	the	cochonnet	is	theirs.	Some	sets	for	children	to	play	on	the	beach	are	made	of	colourful	plastic	though	and	filled	with	sand.	All	competitions	are	registered	via	the	My	Petanque	website	www.mypetanque.com.	The	other	team	must	stand
well	clear	and	not	intervene	while	measuring	is	taking	place.	These	are	for	TIMED	games	only.		Where	Not	To	Stand	(17)	The	team	waiting	its	turn	to	play	should	stand	off	the	piste	at	one	or	other	end	and	well	behind	the	player	whose	turn	it	is.	Pétanque	is	played	in	as	many	rounds	needed	for	the	first	team	to	score	a	total	of	13	points.	Sometimes,
the	boules	can	look	at	equal	distance	from	the	cochonnet	and	it	can	be	really	tricky	to	tell	which	team	gets	the	point.	The	circle	may	never	be	moved	forwards.	They	don’t	have	to	do	this,	it’s	their	choice.	A	team	can	fill	one	dip	made	by	a	previous	boule	before	throwing	the	jack	or	a	boule.	Registration	To	play	in	a	competition	you	need	to	register	your
team.	It's	an	easy	site	to	use.	The	starting	team	draws	a	small	circle	on	the	floor.	If	no	team	has	boules	in	hand	any	picked	up	before	the	score	is	agreed	are	considered	dead.	The	jack	must	be	a	minimum	0.5m	in	from	the	far	end	dead	boule	line	but	there	is	no	specified	distance	in	relation	to	the	side	lines.	2.	This	way,	we	can	see	who	is	“having	the
point”,	i.e	which	team	is	leading	thanks	to	having	their	boule	closest	to	the	cochonnet.	Pétanque	(French	boules)	is	the	10th	most	popular	sport	in	France	and	is	also	played	by	millions	of	French	people	for	pleasure,	especially	during	summer	holidays	where	tournaments	organised	in	the	camping	/	holiday	resorts	are	very	common	(I	remember
enrolling	in	some	“tournois	de	pétanque”	myself	as	a	teenager).	Picking	Up	The	Circle	Before	All	Boules	Played	(6)	Tough!	The	circle	is	replaced	and	only	the	opponents	can	play	their	remaining	boules.	Finish	that	end	and	play	one	more	end	(+	a	tie	breaker	if	a	draw)	Who	Measures	And	Awards	The	Points	(26)	Contrary	to	popular	belief,	measuring	is
not	done	by	the	loosing	team	but	by	the	team	who	LAST	PLAYED	that	end.	Picking	Up	a	Boule	Before	The	End	Is	Scored	(27)	Tough!	If	your	team	still	has	boules	in	hand	they	are	all	frozen.	Uncorrup...	The	name	comes	from	“pieds	tanqués”,	which	means	“feet	anchored	/	feet		firmly	grounded”.	The	rules	covering	the	majority	of	normal	situations	are
summarised	below,	expressed	as	simply	as	possible	for	Club	members'	benefit,	.	No	fill	ins	from	CPC....	But	usually,	tracing	a	circle	with	your	foot	or	a	stick	in	the	dusty	ground	works	just	fine!)	Every	player	will	then	have	to	throw	their	boules	from	the	circle	during	that	round	(in	other	words,	this	will	be	the	starting	point	for	all	players).	And	all	their
team	members	were	there	own.	Standing	In	The	Wrong	Place	(17)	When	your	opponents	are	playing	you	must	stand	off	the	piste,	at	one	or	other	end,	and	not	move	or	distract.	MORE	CPC	EXCELLS	AT	APOLLO	BAY!	GUY	3rd	in	PRINCIPAL	CPC	CLEANS	UP	CONSOLANTE	Well	done	Guy,	Wrights,	Cuthberts,	Buffets,	Sue	R,	C...	The	number	of	boules
used	for	the	game	depends	on	the	number	of	players	in	each	team	:		Le	terrain,	le	boulodrome	=	the	area/field/ground	on	which	pétanque	is	played.	Your	feet	mustn’t	touch	the	circle	nor	may	either	foot	lift	completely	off	the	ground	before	your	boule	lands.		The	Initial	Throw	Of	The	Jack	(7)	A	valid	throw	is	between	6	and	10m	from	the	inside	edge	of
the	circle.	This	team	may	then	check	the	measuring,	getting	an	umpire	if	necessary.	These	notes	have	been	checked	by	an	umpire.	Check	the	cut	off	date	carefully.	We	therefore	use	a	meter,	a	piece	of	string	or	a	compass	to	measure	and	find	out.	Last	July,	my	husband	and	I	spent	a	few	weeks	in	France	and	playing	pétanque	again	revived	fond
childhood	memories.	See	below	about	misbehavior!	If	you	arrive	after	the	start	of	the	game,	defined	as	the	cosh	has	been	thrown,	validly	or	not,	you	cannot	play	until	the	next	end	starts	(33).	For	thick,	painted	lines	the	outside	edge	is	taken	as	the	line.	Only	the	opponents	play	their	boules.	Most	competitions	have	a	moderate	registration	fee	of	around
$20	p.p.	most	of	which	goes	towards	providing	cash	and	kind	prizes	for	the	different	categories	of	players.	The	team	who	won	the	previous	end	plays	again	from	a	new	end.	The	team	who	does	not	have	the	point	throws	the	next	boule	and	continues	to	do	so	until	they	gain	the	point	or	run	out	of	boules.	A	moment	later	the	bell	goes.	Pétanque	is	best



played	on	small	gravel,	but	can	also	be	played	on	sand	or	grass	(my	least	favourite,	because	then	the	balls	can’t	really	roll).	Tirer	=	to	knock	away	an	opponent’s	boule	–	a	good	way	to	get	rid	of	the	boules	of	the	opposing	team	that	are	close	to	the	cochonnet!	By	the	way,	if	the	cochonnet	is	moved/knocked	away	by	a	ball,	the	game	still	goes	on	(but	it’s
not	very	ethical	to	do	so	deliberately!)	Un	tireur	=	a	pétanque	player	who	is	skilled	at	knocking	away	the	opponent’s	boules	(that	is,	not	me!)	6.	Un	bouliste,	un	joueur	de	pétanque	=	a	pétanque	player	In	pétanque,	two	teams	play	against	each	other.	So	that	end	hasn’t	finished.	If	you	accidentally	play	with	someone	else’s	boule	the	throw	is	valid	but
the	boule	should	be	replaced	with	your	boule	at	the	first	opportunity,	possibly	after	measuring	has	been	done.	However	the	first	player	of	a	new	end	may	move	the	circle	back	in	line	with	the	previous	end’s	play	to	provide	up	to	10.5m	to	the	dead	boule	line.	The	jack	must	also	be	1.5m	from	any	other	games'	circle	or	jack	and	0.5m	from	any	obstacle.
The	Jack	Goes	Out	Of	Play	So	It’s	Dead	(14)	-	After	the	initial	throw,	if	a	jack	is	pushed	over	an	end	or	side	line	it	is	dead	only	if	it	is	wholly	outside	those	lines,	that	is	with	no	part	inside	or	on	those	lines.	However,	it	is	allowed	to	fill	back	an	impact	hole	which	has	been	made	by	one	boule	thrown	before.	MORE	Nagambie	Cup	Well	done	CPC	members
Oh!	And	especiallly	Sue	Jenkins	who		won	the	pick	a	s...	The	initial	throw	of	the	coche	must	simply	remain	fully	inside	the	side	lines	with	no	part	over	the	line.	They	only	get	one	point	though,	because	the	second	closest	boule	belongs	to	the	opposing	team.	The	circle	must	be	placed	with	its	inside	edge	down.			St	Kilda	Pétanque	Club	2021	Tropical
Winter	Compet...	The	players	within	one	team	can	play	in	any	order,	depending	on	whether	they	require	the	skills	of	one	of	their	“pointeurs”	or	“tireurs”!	Pointer	=	to	point	(to	throw	the	boule	so	that	it	gets	as	close	to	the	jack	as	possible)	Un	pointeur	=	a	pétanque	players	whose	task	is	to	point	/	to	aim	at	the	jack.	MORE	Fantastic	Result!
Congratulations	Mary.	Rules	of	Petanque	At	the	very	start	of	the	game,	for	the	first	round	(“la	premiere	mène”),	we	randomly	draw	which	team	goes	first.	-	If	no	team	has	boules	it’s	a	dead	end.	(Players	can	have	their	personal	preference,	but	the	choice	also	depends	on	the	size	of	their	hands	or	whether	they	mainly	use	them	for	pointing	or	shooting
(I’ll	explain	that	later).	The	opposing	team	also	throws	one	boule.	The	second	closest	boule	also	belongs	to	them,	but	not	the	third	closest.	MORE	St	Andrews	Beach	Twilight	A	Brilliant	evening	in	many	ways	at	ST.Andrews	Beach	On	Saturday	15th	January,	2022	CPC	was	represe...	-	If	only	one	team	has	boules	in	hand	it	plays	them	all.	The	first	team
can	then	fill	one	dip	and	then	play	its	first	boule	again.	Camberwell	Contingency	arrived	already	to	ro...	Le	cochonnet	/	le	bouchon	/	le	petit	/	le	but	/	le	gari	=	the	piglet,	the	jack	(a	small	wooden	ball)	The	team	score	points	for	having	their	boule(s)	the	closest	to	the	cochonnet.	Playing	With	Someone	Else’s	Boule	(23)	Some	boules	look	very	similar.
MORE	Page	5For	ease	of	access	the	different	MATCH	FORMATS	are	explained	on	a	separate	page,	click	here	Qualification	The	2021	International	Rules	of	Petanque	and	also	the	PFA	Local	Rules	for	Timed	Games	are	can	be	seen	in	the	PFA	website	under	the	‘Documents’	menu,	here.	At	the	End	of	each	End	When	Does	An	End	Finish	(PFA	timed	rule
2)	An	end	finishes	when	all	boules	and	the	jack	have	stopped	moving.	To	accommodate	one	of	the	players	who	was	suffering	from	rheumatism	and	could	not	run,	the	rule	was	changed	and	all	players	had	to	throw	the	ball	with	both	feet	riveted	to	the	ground.	MORE	Rolling	hills,	winding	roads,	wineries,	tall	fir	pines	and	pistes.If	you	don't	get	down
there	often...	They	should	be	still	and	quiet	so	as	not	to	distract.	The	cochonnet	is	therefore	what	you	need	to	aim	at	when	throwing	your	boule.	Smoking,	Drinking	and	Mobiles	(39)	Smoking,	drinking	alcohol	and	using	mobiles	during	a	game	are	against	the	rules.	MORE	State	Singles	Championships	CPC's	Huge	success	in	Victorian	Singles
Championship	Congratulations	to	all.	(Therefore,	there	is	no	running	before	throwing	the	boule!)	The	palm	of	your	hand	usually	faces	down	(upper-hand	throw),	but	this	is	not	compulsory.	If	there	are	unusual	exceptions,	check	with	your	games	umpire.	(There	are	also	small	prefabricated	plastic	or	metal	circles	that	can	be	bought	and	used.
Click	here	to	place	an	enquiry.	Standing	In	The	Circle	(6)	Your	feet	must	not	touch	the	circle	and	both	feet	must	remain	on	the	ground	until	your	boule	lands.	MORE	Well	done	Myriam	&	Guy	for	a	positive	3rd	placing	at	the	Nagambie	Mixed	Doubles	this	last	weeken...	So	you	finish	this	new	end	and	play	one	more	end	(+	a	tie	breaker	if	a	draw)	-	The
last	boule	has	been	thrown	but	hits	another	boule	which	is	still	moving	when	the	bell	goes.	One	point	is	scored	for	every	one	of	the	winner’s	boules	that	are	closer	to	the	jack	than	their	opponent’s	nearest	boule.	The	first	player	throws	le	cochonnet,	which	must	land	anywhere	between	6	meters	and	10	meters	from	the	starting	circle	(otherwise	it’s	too
easy	/	too	hard	and	you	need	to	throw	the	cochonnet	again.)	3.	The	images	on	the	right	are	pages	from	the	My	Petanque	website	showing,	from	top	down,	the	Home	page,	the	page	where	you	register	your	team	and	also	the	page	where	you	can	see	which	other	teams	have	registered	so	you	can	check	out	who	you	may	be	playing	against.	Then:	-	If	only
one	side	has	boules	left	they	earn	as	many	points	as	boules	left	in	hand,	aka	“shooting	the	jack”.	MORE	The	temperatures	predicted	by	the	Australian	Digital	Forecast	Database	from	the	Bureau	of	Meteorolog...	Pétanque	was	born	!	Une	boule	de	pétanque	=	a	pétanque	ball	They	are	hollow	and	made	of	metal	(usually	carbon	steel	or	stainless	steel).
Specifically,	you	must	not	talk	when	a	player	is	in	the	circle.	You	can	usually	register	online	in	advance.	MORE	Latest	incoming:	After	flying	by	seaplane	over	and	then	onto	the	"Horizontal	Falls,	one	of	the	world...	(But	they	suck.)	Competition	boules	must	weigh	between	650	and	800	grams	and	be	70.5	cm	to	80	cm	in	diameter.	Us	-	not	so	many.	Two
Boules	Are	Equidistant	From	The	Jack	(29)	-	If	both	teams	have	boules	in	hand	the	last	team	plays	again	because	they	didn’t	actually	win	that	point.	However	at	least	one	player	should	be	watching	to	make	sure	no	boule	or	jack	were	moved.	Ongoing	Play	At	the	start	of	each	end	(7)	The	circle	must	be	placed	over	the	jack	after	the	previous	end.	-
Otherwise	the	end	is	dead.	1.	Une	mène	=		a	round,	an	end	A	round	ends	when	both	teams	have	played	all	of	their	boules.	Myriam	3rd.	MORE	Victoria	SS6	Open	Qualifying	2019			Rank	Team	Match	Wins	Game	Wins	1.	If	the	throw	is	deemed	invalid	the	opposing	team	can	move	the	circle	back	up	to	a	max	10.5m	from	the	end	dead	boule	line	according
to	Rule	4	below	and	then	place	the	jack	where	they	want	subject	to	the	above	rules.	(who	scores	nothing	for	this	round).	You	can	download	a	copy	of	these	simplified	rules	to	print	by	clicking		HERE	At	The	Start	Of	The	Game	At	the	first	end	the	circle	can	be	placed	ANYWHERE	on	the	piste	so	long	as		(i)	a	valid	throw	can	be	made	i.e.	a	minimum	6m	+
0.5m	to	the	dead	boule	line	(7)	and	(ii)	the	circle	must	also	be	1.5m	from	any	other	circle	or	jack	in	use	or	1.0m	from	any	obstacle	e.g.	for	CPC	shelter	or	light	poles.	At	the	end	of	an	end,	the	team	with	the	boule	closest	to	the	cochonnet	scores	one	point	for	each	of	its	boules	that	is	closer	than	the	opposing	team’s	closest	boule.	That	end	is	over
therefore	the	next	end	has	started.	SO	IT’S	SIMPLE	–	TAKE	THIS	ONBOARD	AND	YOU'LL	BE	THE	PERFECT	PLAYER!	The	next	end	starts	the	moment	the	previous	end	finished,	there	is	no	time	gap.	(In	the	official	rules	of	petanque,	using	your	feet	to	measure	is	forbidden,	but	many	people	do	it	anyway	when	playing	informally.)	5.	If	necessary	the
circle	must	be	moved	to	be	1.5m	from	any	nearby	circle	or	jack	in	use	or	1m	from	any	obstacle.	2	examples	will	help	-	The	last	boule	has	been	thrown	and	all	boules	have	stopped	moving.	Indeed,	in	an	older	version	of	the	game,	the	ball	was	thrown	after	a	3-step	run	(a	bit	like	in	a	bowling	game).	All	the	details	you	need	to	know	to	register	should	be
on	the	flyer	the	host	club	publishes.	Challenging	The	Validity	Of	The	Throw	(8)	If	the	jack	might	have	been	thrown	invalidly,	see	above,	that	team	can	still	choose	to	play	their	first	boule	without	interruption	from	the	opposition.	It	is	forbidden	to	touch	or	remove	any	obstacle	on	the	terrain	(a	pebble,	a	leaf,	a	twig,	etc).	The	boules	have	different
patterns	on	them	so	we	can	know	whose	player	they	belong	to	(it’s	also	possible	to	have	your	initials	carved	on	the	boule).	The	numbers	in	brackets	refer	to	the	PFA	International	Rules	document.
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