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Google	may	be	about	to	expand	the	reach	of	Now	Google	is	preparing	to	integrate	the	Android-based	Google	Now	technology	into	its	Chrome	web	browser,	judging	by	a	new	addition	to	the	Chromium	project.The	personal	assistant,	which	brings	Android	users	all	of	the	information	most	relevant	to	them	at	any	given	time,	has	proved	hugely	popular
since	it	was	launched	in	Android	Jelly	Bean	earlier	this	year.The	app	brings	weather	updates,	up	to	date	traffic	information,	public	transport	updates,	latest	sports	scores,	and	useful	tips	based	on	your	current	location,	all	under	one	roof.Now,	it	seems	that	Google	is	looking	to	bring	this	technology	to	the	popular	Chrome	web	browser,	via	Chrome
notifications.CNET	reports	that	developers	within	the	Chromium	project	have	accepted	a	submission	for	"Creating	a	skeleton	for	Google	Now	for	Chrome	implementation."The	app,	which	also	integrates	Google	calendars	and	searches	into	its	reckoning,	was	unleashed	at	Google	I/O	back	in	June	as	a	major	new	component	of	Android	Jelly	Bean.Just	this
week,	the	company	added	boarding	passes	to	Google	Now,	just	like	Apple's	Passbook	app	in	iOS	6.Users	can	access	the	software	by	swiping	up	from	the	Home	icon	on	the	Android	homescreen.Google	is	yet	to	make	an	official	announcement	regarding	the	addition	of	Now	to	the	Chrome	browser,	so	this	is	definitely	one	to	keep	an	eye	on.Via	CNET
(Image	credit:	Google	Chrome)	Taking	screenshots	of	websites	could	be	about	to	get	a	whole	lot	easier	for	Android	users.	Just	about	everyone	who	has	taken	a	screengrab	of	a	page	will	have	run	into	the	irritating	problem	of	not	being	able	to	capture	everything	in	a	single	image.Google	is	currently	testing	a	new	screenshot	option	that	will	eliminate
the	need	to	take	multiple	grabs	to	capture	everything	you	need.	Known	as	Long	Screenshot,	the	feature	will	make	it	possible	to	taking	scrolling	screenshots	that	take	in	an	entire	web	page.This	is	something	that	Google	has	already	toyed	with	in	beta	versions	of	Android	11,	but	it	seems	that	the	company	decided	that	the	option	is	better	suited	to
Chrome	rather	than	its	mobile	operating	system.The	scrolling	screenshot	option	tested	in	beta	builds	of	Android	11	did	not	make	it	to	the	final	release,	but	now	it	appears	to	have	been	migrated	into	Google's	mobile	web	browser	instead.	The	new	ability	will	be	welcomed	by	anyone	who	has	been	frustrated	by	having	too	take	multiple	screenshots	and
stitch	them	together,	or	who	has	had	to	resort	to	using	third-party	tools.Grab	it	allAlthough	the	experimental	flag	is	not	yet	available	–	even	in	the	experimental	Canary	build	of	Chrome	for	Android	–	the	description	gives	a	good	idea	of	what	to	expect	when	Google	does	make	it	available	in	the	browser:"Chrome	Share	Long	Screenshots:	Enables	UI	to
edit	and	share	long	screenshots	on	Android".At	the	moment,	references	to	the	feature	have	only	been	spotted	in	the	Chromium	Gerrit	(opens	in	new	tab),	and	it	is	impossible	to	say	when	–	or,	indeed,	if	–	the	Long	Screenshot	option	will	land	on	handsets	for	Chrome	users	to	experiment	with.Check	out	our	guide	to	the	best	browsersVia	MSPowerUser
(opens	in	new	tab)	MOUNTAIN	VIEW,	Calif.	—	Google	this	week	took	a	big	leap	toward	blending	its	two	biggest	OSes:	Android	and	Chrome.	The	company	did	not	merge	the	platforms,	as	was	rumored	last	fall	and	subsequently	denied	by	Google,	but	the	distinctions	between	Chrome	and	Android	apps	will	effectively	expire	starting	next	month.	
Chromebooks	will	get	more	powerful	and	more	useful	for	enterprises	as	the	devices	gain	access	to	a	vast	catalog	of	Android	apps,	according	to	Google.	A	trio	of	Chromebooks	—	the	Asus	Chromebook	Flip	and	Acer’s	Chromebook	R11	and	Pixel	—	will	receive	updates	next	month	that	will	let	them	run	Android	apps,	and	the	company	says	it	will	expand
support	to	more	Chrome	devices	later	this	year.	[Related:	IT	execs	excited	(but	cautious)	about	merger	of	mobile,	desktop	OSes]	IT	administrators	will	be	able	to	manage	Android	apps	from	the	Chrome	admin	console,	according	to	Rajen	Sheth,	Google’s	senior	director	of	product	management	for	Android	and	Chrome	for	Work.	In	addition	to	the	more
than	200	policies	that	are	already	available	in	the	admin	console,	Google	is	adding	new	policies	to	let	CIOs	and	IT	professionals	manage	Android	app	installs,	Sheth	said	at	the	annual	Google	I/O	developer	conference.	The	console	also	lets	companies	make	apps	available	on	a	per-user	basis.	Android	apps	get	full	Chrome	access	Android	apps	on	the
Chrome	OS	will	run	in	a	Linux	container	so	developers	won’t	have	to	make	any	changes	to	their	existing	apps	for	them	to	run	on	Chromebooks,	according	to	Google.	After	apps	are	installed	on	Chromebooks,	they	get	access	to	the	entire	Chrome	OS	file	system,	as	well	as	key	features	such	as	Wi-Fi,	Bluetooth,	notifications,	offline	support	and	touch
input,	where	available.	Google	Play,	the	world’s	largest	app	store,	will	also	be	available	on	Chromebooks	for	the	first	time.	Chromebook	users	currently	have	access	only	to	Google	apps,	Web-based	apps	or	basic	website	shortcuts	that	are	available	on	the	Chrome	Web	Store.		About	two	million	businesses	use	Google	Apps	for	Work	today,	but	according
to	Sheth	some	enterprises	want	to	augment	these	options	with	apps	such	as	Skype	or	Microsoft	Word.	So,	for	example	if	Google	Hangout	doesn’t	work	for	an	organization,	Skype	for	Android,	Slack	or	any	other	Android	messaging	app	will	soon	be	able	to	fill	that	void.	Some	teams	may	also	prefer	Android	apps	to	Web	apps	because	of	their	mobile-
centric	features,	including	push	notifications	and	do-not-disturb	rules.	[Related:	Google	doubles	down	on	the	enterprise	at	I/O]	Google	put	a	lot	of	work	into	making	Chromebooks	more	attractive	to	the	enterprise	in	recent	months	and	years,	but	app	compatibility	has	been	a	glaring	problem,	according	to	Sheth.	Google	says	it	is	confident	Android	apps
on	Chromebooks	will	be	transformational	for	businesses	that	want	to	use	the	specific	apps	they	prefer,	he	said.	Google	says	about	half	of	the	Chromebooks	released	during	the	last	two	years	will	eventually	get	Google	Play	access.	However,	some	businesses	with	older	machines	will	have	to	purchase	new	Chromebooks	if	they	want	access	to	Android
and	its	massive	developer	community.	Ever	find	yourself	browsing	the	Chrome	Web	Store	while	you’re	out,	and	then	you	stumble	upon	a	really	awesome	extension	or	app,	and	wish	desperately	that	you	could	install	it	right	that	minute	to	your	idling	home	computer?	It	may	have	once	been	the	stuff	of	dreams	and	science	fiction,	but	on	Thursday,
Google	introduced	a	new	Web	Store	feature	that	accomplishes	exactly	that:	a	button	which	installs	extensions	to	the	desktop	or	laptop	Chrome	installation	of	your	choice.	It’s	simple,	in	theory.	As	Android	Police	uncovered,	when	you	visit	an	extension’s	Web	Store	page	on	your	phone,	you’re	presented	with	two	options:	sharing	it	with	a	friend	via	e-
mail	or	social	media,	or	“adding	it	to	your	desktop.”	If	you	opt	for	the	latter	option,	an	informative	pop-up	will	alert	you	to	the	fact	that	the	extension	in	question	will	be	installed	“[to]	any	computers	where	you	are	signed	in	to	Chrome.”	Dismiss	it,	and	the	extensions	will	automatically	begin	downloading	on	any	Windows,	Mac,	Chrome	OS,	or
Linux	machine	on	which	you’ve	configured	—	and	associated	your	account	with	—	Chrome.	The	feature	is	not	unlike	Google’s	remote	app	installation	for	Android.	Users	of	Google’s	mobile	operating	system	have	the	ability	to	install	apps	and	games	from	the	Web	to	a	signed-in	Android	smartphone	or	tablet.	But	remote	Chrome	app	installations,	unlike
the	Play	Store	feature,	appear	to	lack	any	sort	of	management	capabilities	beyond	simple	installation.	In	2012,	Google	introduced	a	“My	Android	Apps”	software	management	section	to	the	Play	Store	(which	has	since	become	outmoded),	that	allowed	the	remote	uninstallation	of	apps	on	Android	devices.	Remote	Chrome	extension	installations	are
relatively	painless	right	now,	but	are	also	clunky.	There’s	no	way	to	trigger	remote	installations	to	individual	machines	rather	than	to	every	instance	of	Chrome	to	which	you’re	signed	in.	And	worse,	there’s	no	way	to	browse	the	Chrome	Web	Store	from	a	mobile	device	—	as	of	publication	time,	you	get	an	error	message	suggesting	you	use	a
“supported”	operating	system	such	as	Windows,	Mac,	Chrome	OS,	or	Linux.	But	it’s	early	days.	The	new	feature	might	be	perceived	as	another	step	toward	a	long-rumored	merger	of	Chrome	OS	and	Android.	Earlier	this	year,	in	May,	Google	rolled	out	the	Play	Store	on	Chrome	OS	devices	—	an	addition	which	saw	Chromebooks	gain	the	ability
to	install	and	run	Android	apps.	That’s	no	accident.	Last	year,	Google	CEO	Sundar	Pichai	named	Hiroshi	Lockhimer	senior	vice	president	of	Android,	Chrome	OS,	and	Chromecast.	And	in	2015,	the	Wall	Street	Journal	reported	that	Google	had	been	working	for	years	to	merge	Chrome	OS	and	Android,	and	that	it	planned	to	launch	the	result	—	a	new,
unified	operating	system	that	worked	on	PCs	—	in	2017.	Editors'	Recommendations	With	the	arrival	of	Chrome	Beta	for	Android,	the	convergence	of	Google’s	desktop	and	mobile	browsers	has	begun.	Chrome	Beta	for	Android	includes	desktop	features	such	as	tabbed	browsing,	Incognito	mode	and	bookmark	syncing.	It	can	also	list	any	tab	that’s
currently	open	on	the	user’s	desktop	version	of	Chrome,	and	open	it	on	the	phone.	Now	for	the	bad	news:	Chrome	for	Android	is	only	available	on	devices	running	Android	4.0,	known	as	Ice	Cream	Sandwich.	Right	now,	that	includes	Samsung’s	Galaxy	Nexus	and	Nexus	S,	Motorola’s	Xoom	and	Asus’	Transformer	Prime.	Users	can	get	the	browser	free
from	the	Android	Market.	Here’s	everything	else	you	need	to	know	about	Chrome	for	Android:	How	Does	Tabbed	Browsing	Work?	On	Android	phones,	individual	tabs	don’t	appear	on	screen	together,	like	they	do	in	some	third	party	browsers	such	as	Dolphin.	Instead,	you	quickly	move	between	tabs	by	swiping	from	the	phone’s	left	or	right	bezel,	or
show	all	tabs	by	tapping	a	button	next	to	the	search	and	URL	bar.	On	tablets,	tabs	are	arranged	side-by-side,	in	similar	fashion	to	the	existing	stock	Android	browser.	How	Does	Desktop	Sync	Work?	Chrome	for	Android	places	desktop	bookmarks	in	their	own	folder	on	the	mobile	browser’s	new	tab	page,	so	they	don’t	get	mixed	up	with	other
bookmarks.	Another	section	of	the	new	tab	page	shows	any	open	tab	for	any	computer	that’s	signed	in	to	the	user’s	Google	account.	The	mobile	browser	also	syncs	auto-complete	suggestions	from	the	desktop,	drawing	on	your	search	and	browsing	history.	What	Other	Features	Are	There?	As	TechCrunch	reports,	Chrome	for	Android	uses	hardware
acceleration	to	make	browsing	feel	smoother	and	snappier,	and	it	can	pre-load	pages	based	on	what	links	it	thinks	you’ll	click,	just	like	desktop	Chrome	(but	only	over	Wi-Fi,	to	prevent	excess	mobile	data	use).	It	also	includes	some	advanced	HTML5	features	such	as	Web	Workers,	which	allow	Web	apps	to	update	in	real-time.	Unfortunately,	the
browser	doesn’t	yet	have	a	way	to	always	request	the	desktop	version	of	Websites	instead	of	mobile-optimized	sites.	The	browser	also	has	one	other	feature	not	found	in	the	desktop	version	of	Chrome:	When	tapping	on	an	area	filled	with	links,	a	magnified	view	appears	to	ensure	you’re	clicking	on	the	right	thing.	What	About	Plug-Ins	and	Extensions?
The	current	version	of	Chrome	for	Android	doesn’t	support	plug-ins,	but	All	Things	Digital	reports	that	the	browser’s	architecture	supports	them.	There	are	no	plans	to	support	Flash	on	the	mobile	browser,	however.	As	for	extensions,	MG	Siegler	reports	that	Google	is	figuring	out	how	to	make	them	work	best	on	mobile	devices.	Why	Only	Android	4.0?
According	to	MG	Siegler,	Chrome	for	Android	uses	APIs	not	found	in	earlier	versions	of	Android,	so	there’s	not	much	hope	for	Gingerbread	or	Froyo	users.	As	TechCrunch	points	out,	Firefox	for	Android	offers	similar	syncing	features	between	the	desktop	and	mobile	devices,	if	that’s	any	consolation.	What	Will	Become	of	the	Stock	Android	Browser?
Eventually,	it’ll	go	away,	but	Google	hasn’t	announced	timing.	Still,	with	Android’s	ability	to	set	alternate	browsers	as	the	default,	Android	Ice	Cream	Sandwich	users	can	make	a	complete	switch	to	Chrome	today.	Follow	Jared	on	Twitter,	Facebook	or	Google+	for	even	more	tech	news	and	commentary.
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