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By Irene A. Blake Although customized raffle tickets serve as a major source of funding and advertising for organizations, events, charities and causes, the cost of buying professionally designed/printed tickets often offsets any benefits. Whether your fundraising event is small or large, with a few office items you can easily and cost-effectively create,
customize and print professional-looking raffle tickets. Buy 10-per-page blank, printable business card sheets (one or two-sided/matte or glossy/white or colored) to use with your printer. Choose a 10-per-page business card template from your desktop publishing/word processing software or upload one from your software or business card
manufacturer's website. For example, choose a template to use with Microsoft Office products from Microsoft Corporation Office Online by keyword searching "raffle ticket" or "business card" in the Templates area; or select free business card manufacturer templates to use with different software products such as the ones offered by Avery Dennison
Corporation. Design your raffle ticket stubs on a card on the left side of the template. If you're not using stubs, go to Step 4. Include the name of your organization/event, the name of the party benefiting from the raffle, a list of prizes, the date of the raffle drawing, ticket price and any rules. For example: (Organization/Event) RAFFLE Proceeds from
this raffle help (name of person, cause or charity) (Prizes) (Date of drawing) $ (Ticket price) (Rules) Create your raffle ticket within one of the cards on your template. If using raffle ticket stubs, create your ticket in a card on the right side of the template. Insert raffle ticket purchaser contact information spaces: Name  Address = Phone  Use
"Shift + " to create the lines or insert a line using your software's line-making tool. Make certain to double space to provide room for the purchaser's information. Resize your text and lines needed to fit within the area. Add a "Thank you" message to the stub and/or ticket. Select and copy all elements of your stub design and paste into each of the
five cards on the left side of your template. Repeat with the ticket information on the right side to make five stubs/tickets for each 10 per page sheet. Go to Step 7. If you're not using stubs, copy/paste in all spaces to make 10 tickets and print. Insert a raffle ticket number on the top, bottom or side of each stub/ticket combination (left card stub and
right card ticket) in consecutive order (100 on stub and ticket 1, 101 on stub and ticket 2, 102 on stub and ticket 3...). On a solo road trip, an audiobook can make the perfect companion. Or, if you're in the middle of a task, listening to one can leave your hands and your eyes free. Ultimately, there are plenty of reasons why people prefer audiobooks,
and we can’t argue with any of them. Whether you're interested in expanding your audiobook collection or you’re just trying them out for the first time, check out some of our favorite and completely legal websites for downloading audiobooks that won’t cost you a dime. Open Culture Open Culture is one of the better gateway websites for educational
and cultural media. The site gathers content from around the web to present an admirable audiobook collection — primarily classics — you can stream or download. The site organizes audiobooks by genre (fiction and literature, nonfiction, and poetry) and alphabetically listed by the author’s last name. Lit2Go Lit2Go offers one of the finer sources for
free audiobooks. The throwback site, “a part of the Educational Technology Clearinghouse” and run by The Florida Center for Instructional Technology (University of South Florida), contains a comprehensive collection of downloadable short stories, books, and poems. The site delivers most audiobooks as a single MP3 or as short, segmented passages
of specific chapters. The homepage search option is a nice touch, as is the black-and-white artwork accompanying each title and book collection. You can browse by author, title, genre, collection, and reading level (grades K through 12). Scribl Formerly known as Podiobooks, Scribl showcases some of the best, off-the-beaten-path audiobooks found on
the internet, many of which are recent publications. The site distributes content that mostly requires payment, but its collection does include free content among its e-books, audio e-books, and podcasts. Podcast versions of books are usually free while e-books and audiobooks are only sometimes free. Loyal Books Formally known as Books Should Be
Free, Loyal Books is a family-friendly website catering to the classic literature devotee. The site offers a nice collection of public-domain novels and short stories in multiple languages. They’'re available in MP3, as a podcast, iPod/iPhone M4b, and as an RSS feed. You can also stream book chapters. The site lists titles by genre, language, and
popularity. You can search for specific books using the integrated Google search bar along the top. Plus, most books offer ratings and reviews from fellow listeners, thus giving you a slightly better idea of what to expect before you click play. Storynory There’s hardly ever enough time for bedtime stories — no matter how amazing you are as a parent.
Thankfully, Storynory provides a solution for those who simply have a hard time reading to their kids. It offers a collection of original and classic fairy tales along with short novels specifically tailored for children. The site currently offers a few hundred audiobooks, a number that steadily grows as Storynory routinely publishes at least one new story
each week. Storynory also touts some of the most exuberant narrators around. Given that each story utilizes an HTML 5 player for playback, you can listen on nearly any smartphone, tablet, or browser. OverDrive screenshot OverDrive currently does not allow users to purchase audiobooks directly from the platform. Instead, this app pairs with your
local library or school and shares audiobooks with users, like you, for free. The app functions similarly to a library— the same rules apply as though you were borrowing a book straight from your library; it’s just all done virtually. The book you’'re borrowing online is still free for you to read, but you’ll only have access to it for a brief time. You will have
to have a valid library card or a school ID to use this digital service. Unfortunately, you're going to be limited to the catalog available in your library or school’s digital collection. Keeping that in mind, the availability of titles will depend on your specific institution. To borrow an OverDrive audiobook, you can simply check it out via an electronic
checkout. If it’s not available right now, you can put it on hold and wait for your turn, like at the library. To find your local library or school’s catalog of titles, try checking out OverDrive’s Libby app. That app functions well on mobile devices, like Android or iOS, and it supports several public libraries. If not, you could try out Sora, which provides
audiobooks to students through their school. If you own a Sonos speaker, the Libby app recently became compatible on those devices. Editors' Recommendations This week we have a list of fun websites for you. Playing games can help relieve stress and provide a break from work. The following are some websites we found offering free online games,
freeware games for download, or games you can purchase. Play Solitaire or Minesweeper in Your Browser We’ve put up completely free Solitaire and Minesweeper games on URLs that anybody can access in a desktop browser. And there are no ads. solitaireforfree.com minesweeperforfree.com Games on Facebook A popular site for playing games is
Facebook. They have a special site powered by Facebook Apps that allows you to play action, adventure, arcade, puzzle, racing, and shooting games and to share and recommend the games to your friends. Yahoo! Games Yahoo! Games offers many games for download or for playing free online. The games are categorized in genres easily accessed on
the main page. Some of the downloadable games are free and some allow you to download a trial version you can play for one hour before having to buy the game to continue playing. **Yahoo Games is, unfortunately, no longer available.** GameZone GameZone has been around since 2007 and offers games for multiple platforms and publishes
reviews, previews, news, hints and cheats, and editorials daily. They also offer games for download. GameSpot GameSpot says they “entertain, inform, and connect gamers.” For 16 years, they’ve published a large amount of content for gamers, including game previews and reviews, strategy guides, and exclusive interviews. Their games and content
cover multiple platforms, such as PC, PS3, XBox 360, 3DS, iPhone, and Android. They also offer specialty channels, such as GameSpot Sports and GameSpot News. Cheats and walkthroughs are offered for many popular games. Sign up on their site for free to join the GameSpot community and discuss the world of video games with other gamers in
their forum, to gain unlimited access to official trailers, interviews, game guides, and more, and to be able to download demos, patches, mods, and more for your games. Download Free Games Download Free Games offers over 110 free games in their freeware games section that have no time limits, no ads, and no spyware. Included in their list of
freeware games is Chicken Invaders, which is a parody remake of the classic arcade game Space Invaders. They also have a selection of over 250 free online games you can play directly in your browser, such as Frogger and Wheel of Fortune. They also offer shareware games that you can play free for a limited time. They say that “every game is free
to try... or totally free.” They also offer games for the Mac. Acid-Play Acid-Play has offered freeware games since 2002 and has built a collection of over 1,000 freeware games for download. Each game has a short description, the genre, the operating systems on which it will run, a 1-5 star rating, and a review. There’s also a search feature that helps
you quickly find and download the perfect game. All the games available for download have been scanned using ClamAV, so they’'re safe and secure to download. The games include a fair amount of console-style arcade games, as well as action, simulation, and role-playing games. Caiman Caiman is another site that offers freeware games and tools.
There are no shareware games, demos, or trial versions. The games are also free of adware and spyware. There are over 3,000 unique games on the site. The games are categorized by genre and the home page lists a “Game of the Day” and a list of recent additions to the site that are usually updated daily. Each game has a dedicated page that
includes a rating, game specs, screenshots, and a short description. There is a category containing Mac OS games. TheGameHippo TheGameHippo is yet another site that offers freeware PC games only, no demos and no shareware games. Their games are categorized into genres and they provide a search feature. *TheGameHippo is, unfortunately,
no longer available.** MegaGames In addition to a good selection of freeware games, MegaGames also offers fixes or patches, cheats for PC and console games, demos, emulators, and mods for retail games. World of Free Games World of Free Games offers more than 500 freeware and free online games. There are puzzle, action, arcade, card, board,
and word games as well as a category for kids games. Their basic text and genre search feature allows you to quickly find that perfect game. *World of Free Games is, unfortunately, no longer available.** Games 2 Download Games 2 Download offers over 1,000 safe and virus-free game downloads in 18 genres. You can download the limited free
versions of the games or buy the full versions at decent prices. Free Ride Games Free Ride Games offers over 200 full versions of popular games that you can play for as long as you like and as often as you like, 100% free. There are no time limits or other limitations. They also host a variety of challenges, sweepstakes, and promotions, providing the
chance to win some fun prizes. FreeGamePick FreeGamePick allows you to find and download over 150 free PC games with no time limits or trial versions and play free online games. All the game downloads are free of viruses, adware, and spyware and you won’t be interrupted by in-games ads. GameHouse GameHouse offers more than 350 free
online games you can play right in your browser, such as classics like UNO, Bejeweled, and Collapse, and new games like Jewel Quest Mysteries. All their online games offer the same high-quality features as the download versions, including excellent sounds, astounding graphics, and original game features. In addition to online games, you can
download and buy games for the PC, Mac, and for mobile devices, such as Android, iPhone, iPod, iPad. Ad-supported, full version games are available, and they have a free game of the day, $2.99 sale games, and $6.99 bundles. AddictingGames AddictingGames offers online Flash games from hundreds of independent developers around the world and
launches more than a dozen new games each week. You can let AddictingGames know what you like through reviews, ratings, favorites, and uploads. They’re also always looking for new game concepts and like to foster experimental game ideas. You can also submit your own Flash game or Mobile game to Addicting Games. If your game is one of the
top 25 Sponsored Games that generate the most gameplays in a quarter, you are awarded a bonus payment. MyPlayCity.com MyPlayCity.com offers over 300 free, legal, downloadable, virus-free PC games with great graphics, original gameplay, unique features, and no time limits. They have games in categories such as puzzle games, racing games,
match 3 games, simulation games, and more. Playfin.com Playfin.com offers over 3,500 different games in several different genres. You can play their free Flash games online or download free trials of premium games. You can even embed their Flash games in your own webpage. Register and participate in the online games for free. GameTop
GameTop allows you to easily find and download free, full versions of PC games that are free of viruses, in-game ads, malware, and toolbars. The downloadable games are categorized by genres, such as action, puzzle, and arcade. You can also play free online games, such as action, dirt bike, and racing games. The online games are also playable on
the Mac. The free downloadable games and online Flash games sections are updated regularly, so check back for new, fun games to play. Yoogi Games Yoogi Games offers simple, non-violent, Windows games, or “Casual Games,” for everyone. The puzzle, logic, and word games available for download are small in size (less than 2 MB) so they can be
downloaded quickly even if your internet connection is not very fast. Their puzzles are also available for syndication in magazines, newspapers, or on websites. Shockwave Shockwave offers online interactive fun in the form of more than 1,800 games, with new ones added each week. You can play exciting, heart-racing games, games to engage your
brain, or just unwind with a relaxing game. Big Fish Games Big Fish Games offers a large, varied selection of interactive games you can enjoy anytime and anywhere on your PC, Mac, mobile phone, or tablet. You can download free trials before you buy. They have a membership program called Game Club ($6.99/month) that saves you money on
games and gives you credits you can redeem for games, access to new games a day early, rewards, premium customer service, and other perks. Members also have access to $2.99 Daily Deals. There are no commitments or minimum purchases in the Game Club and you can cancel the membership online at any time, 24 hours a day. If you like buying
games, the Game Club on Big Fish Games is a good option. GameNode Sign up for free on GameNode to play free online games against your friends, save your high scores, post comments, and participate in discussions. You can also submit games to GameNode. *Game Node is, unfortunately, no longer available.** BGames.com BGames.com offers
high-quality, original, free, online and downloadable games from around the web. They update their website with the best and newest free games every day. There are 10 game categories with more than 100 subcategories. They even offer massively multiplayer online role-playing (MMORPG) games. BGames.com likes to encourage new and promising
Flash developers, so, if you've created a free, online, Flash game, and want guidance, sponsorship, or other opportunity or assistance, contact BGames.com. 1000 Web Games 1000 Web Games offers thousands of online, full-screen games in many genres to satisfy all types of players. Register for free to play action games to get your adrenaline
pumping, puzzle games to get your brain buzzing, and retro or classic web games to make you feel young again. See their multiplayer section to play games with your friends and chat. Funny-Games.biz Funny-Games.biz offers over 5,500 online Flash and Shockwave games and downloadable games in many categories such as adventure, action,
strategy, simulation, word, and more. All these games should make it easy and fun to waste your precious time. How-To Geek has also written about replacing Windows 7 games with classic Windows XP games and about playing Minecraft Classic in your browser for free. Happy Gaming!
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